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	[image: image2.png]Pashtun—The dominant minority group in
Afghanistan, the Pashtun are divided into
various tribes and clan groups. Pashtuns
regard themselves as the true Afghans and
are governed by an honor code of proper
behavior known as Pashtunwali. Pashtuns
are a big, strapping people who look Aryan
and, indeed, were regarded by Hitler as the
wellspring of the Germanic peoples. They
have their own language, Pashtu, which is
spoken in the tribal areas of the country.
However, most Pashtuns also speak Farsi
(Persian). They are Sunni Muslims.
Pashtuns are used to ruling the country; for
example, King Zahir Shah, who led the
country forty years prior to his overthrow
in 1983, was Pashtun, as was his cousin,
Douad, who engineered his overthrow in a
bloodless coup.
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	[image: image4.png]Hazara—One of many minority ethnic
groups who populate Afghanistan, the
Hazaras originally arrived from the centml
steppes of Asia by horseback in the 13*
century. They look Mongolian or
somewhat Chinese by appearance. In
modemn times, the Hazaras occupy the
mountainous central region of Afghanistan.
In the cities, the Hazara enjoy little social
status and work at difficult, low-paying
jobs like water carrying, or human waste
removal. The Hazaras are Shia’a Muslims
and the traditional rivals of the Sunnis.
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	Sunni Muslims who speak Persian and live predominantly in the Northeast and West of the country.  They make up the bulk of the educated elite  in Afghanistan and possess significant political influence.  They are the Pashtun’s closest rivals for power and prestige.  
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	[image: image7.png]Taliban—The Taliban are a political group
of extreme fundamentalist Muslims who
ruled Afghanistan after the final
withdrawal of the Russian occupying force
in 1989 and ensuing civil war. They want
to have society conform their behaviors
exactly as prescribed in their interpretation
of the Quran. The Taliban were notorious
for their oppressive treatment of women,
requiring them to wear burgas ( a garment
that conceals the woman from head to toe)
and be accompanied by a male relative
‘when out in public. The Taliban
government gave Osama Bin Laden a safe
haven in Afghanistan, setting the stage for
his terrorist training camps and the attack
on the World Trade Center.






